Partially Endorses

OPERA (European Observatory on Pesticide Risk analysis) http://www.opera-indicators.eu/ 

The paper on the proposal for a new CAP is contributing to a most needed debate especially in the present context with a new EU Commission sitting in and having in mind the prospect of a new Financial Perspective for the EU post 2013. 
It is most reassuring that among other stakeholders - like the authors of this paper- there is the feeling that designing a new agricultural policy for the EU is an opportunity which has to be ceased. The process will sprung a lot of ideas and debates on the role and content of the CAP and it is of outmost importance that these are taken into the public domain for opinions and reactions. The final goal should be that the content of the policy responds to the society challenges of the day and to the interests of those directly affected by it. It is worth nothing to say that from the environmental and budgetary point of view each EU citizen has an interest in the development of the policy. 
Innovation – a most used word in the present – has been providing with valuable solutions which lead our society towards progress. Finding new solutions to the problems at hand is a principle which has to become a part of the process to develop new policies in the EU. Applying innovative solutions has, of course, to be hand in hand with the realities of the agricultural activity. The concept of including public goods as central point in the policy is one of the possible innovative approaches and this is welcomed as a possible solution. This concept is very much in line with the existing operational objectives to enhance and further develop the multifunctional role of the EU agriculture. This solution has been suggested as the way forward by high profile experts and politicians in the agricultural and economic field within the debates organized within the Second Forum for the Future of Agriculture which has taken place in March 2009 in Brussels. 

Proposed changes: 

OPERAS comments to the proposed new CAP are as follows: 

• The content of the new policy has to respond to the society challenges of the day, but also to the interests of those directly affected by it. 

• Provision of public goods has to be seen much more widely and to include socio-economic factors; development issues; technological advances; conservation of cultural heritage; maintenance of public health and, crucially, the achievement of EU and worldwide food security objectives, in which Europe must plays it’s part.. Any EU policy, and particularly the CAP, has to deliver towards the objectives set out in the EU Treaties. 

• The CAP has to promote research and development in the agricultural area as to ensure technological progress and new innovative solutions for our production systems; 

• The competitiveness of the EU production on the world market it has to be central, as to be able to respect the international commitments under WTO for an open and fair trade; 

• The policy has to contribute to reducing regional disparities and structural difficulties among all the farming communities in the EU. 

• EU’s new vision has to maintain a “common policy” for all Member States. 

• Sustainability of using natural resources and economic viability and competitiveness for the EU products on the world market are key elements. The proposed management system based on individual contracts will not satisfy the principles of simplification – indeed it could add to the bureaucratic burden and would likely prove to be unworkable. 

• The proposed new CAP has failed to identify food security as being central to its objectives or take into account the fact that productive & competitive farming systems can and do deliver environmental benefits and public goods, as well as meeting the output demands imposed on agriculture by society. 

• We do not agree with that developments in the past 50 years have been based on unsustainable use of resources. Recent years resulted in new technologies which enhanced the sustainable use of resources substantially and decreased the concerns regarding the safety of plant protection products in relation to human health and the environment if applied correctly. 

• Scraping entirely a policy which has developed over the years is not our first choice. 

• We must also ensure that the policies we propose do not result in a shift in the supply of food from extra-EU sources where we cannot control the production. 

• The new CAP has to contribute to the improvement of standards of living in rural areas and providing for a level of income of the rural population similar to that achieved in the urban area; 

• The compulsory requirements should not include the provisions of framework directives on water, soil and sustainable pesticide use since their implementation is dealt with in the corresponding national action plans. 
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