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SEBG welcomes this consultation with its call for CAP reform in order fully to reward farmers and land managers for the delivery of the public goods and services that society needs and desires but which are not rewarded by the market. Such public goods have a key role to play in helping to conserve and enhance biodiversity, deliver sustainable water and flood plain management and help to counter or mitigate the various impacts of climate change. As such, ways need to be found to direct funding support at their delivery if Europe’s environmental objectives are to be met.

However, SEBG would caution that future CAP funding should not simply be targeted at environmental benefits alone. Without sustainable rural businesses, farmers and land managers will no longer be able to deliver these other non-market goods. Further, as one of the world’s biggest food producers, Europe has a central role to play in global food security, so sustainable food production must remain a key objective. Indeed, food security is a high priority which is likely to place increasing pressure on land use. Financial support will need to continue to be available through the CAP to support this vital economic activity directly, in parallel with environmental conservation and social well-being. 

The challenges faced by Europe’s farmers and land managers are complex and interlinked. SEBG welcomes the various studies currently being carried out, including this current consultation, which are aimed at devising effective ways in which they might best be met. 

Proposed changes: 

As set out above, financial support will need to continue to be available through the CAP to support the economic viability of rural businesses, in parallel with environmental conservation and social well-being. 
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