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We warmly welcome your Proposal for a new EU Common Agricultural Policy, which is an important contribution to the growing debate about the role of agriculture in Europe and the future shape of the CAP. 

We wholeheartedly agree with many of your fundamental points. We are faced with a considerable challenge ahead in terms of the environmental sustainability of agriculture and it is increasingly clear that the future of agriculture and the CAP are issues with not only a European, but a global dimension.

We agree that the CAP needs to move away from the inherited system that still strongly reflects patterns of production, to one that more explicitly reflects the wider benefits that agriculture provides – or could provide – for society at large. We support the very clear case your vision makes in relation to a system based principally on rewarding farmers and other land managers for public goods. 
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